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PROGRAM NOTE

Although my Piano Concerto is decidedly modern, it contains many echoes of earlier music. The
frequent grouping of the soloist with harp and pitched percussion (vibraphone, marimba, and
glockenspiel) recalls the Baroque concerto grosso, and the piece's three movements echo the
form of the Classical concerto, as does the cadenza near the end. But although the outer
movements are generally fast and the slowest music is towards the middle, the form is quite free
and fantasia-like. Music of serious intensity is sometimes interrupted by music of a distinctly
lighter character; massed orchestral effects suddenly give way to delicate chamber-music-like
passages; dramatic build-ups are punctuated by sudden silence; and so on. And, unlike a
Classical concerto, the three movements are played without pause, and the overall effect of the
piece is one of continuous flow.

Each movement begins with a solo statement by the piano in its lowest register. In the first
movement the opening is a kind of parody of the traditional concerto opening. Instead of
enthusiastically affirming the soloist's initial statement, the orchestra cuts it off abruptly. The piano
first ignores the orchestral outburst, then answers it by abandoning its slow deliberation and
launching suddenly into the main body of the movement, accompanied by the harp and
percussion. The rest of the movement is generally fast and lively. It is roughly an ABA form, with
a B section that is comically mechanical, like a Rube Goldberg machine or a break dancer.

In both the second and the third movements the initial solo statement develops seamlessly into
an extended expressive passage with quite lush, almost romantic harmony. In the second
movement the expressive slow music is intercut with capriccioso passages for piano, harp, and
percussion of a much lighter character, often consisting of high-register arabesques. In the third
movement the expressive opening gradually develops into a lively dance that evokes the
rollicking 6/8 time of the classical rondo. After the cadenza, there is a reprise of the initial standoff
between soloist and orchestra. The conclusion, like the opening, plays off against the conventions
of the 19" and 20™ century concerto. A lively build-up leads to the orchestra's vigorous affirmation
of the soloist's music. But instead of the expected emphatic resolution, the capriccioso music
slips in to get the last word.

The concerto was commissioned by the Orchestra at William Paterson University for pianist Gary
Kirkpatrick. | am grateful to the university, both for the commission, and for a sabbatical leave in
the fall of 2001, during which the piece was written.

— John Link

First performed by Gary Kirkpatrick, piano, and The Orchestra at William Paterson University,
conducted by Mark Laycock, at the Shea Center for Performing Arts, Wayne, NJ, on February 16,
2002.



INSTRUMENTATION
Solo piano

2 Flutes (2" doubling Piccolo*)

2 Oboes (2" doubling English Horn*)

2 Clarinets (2nd doubling Bass Clarinet®)
Eb Alto Saxophone*

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F*
Trumpet in Bb*
Trombone

Percussion (3 players):
I. Glockenspiel* (doubling Bass Drum)
Il. Vibraphone
lll. Marimba

Harp

Strings

(minimum 8-8-6-5-4)
a = outside player

b = inside player

(at each desk)

* Score in C. Piccolo sounds 8va, Glockenspiel sounds 15ma, Double Bass
sounds 8ba. All other instruments sound as written.

Duration: ca. 18 minutes
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